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Farmers’ Participation in making agricultural development plan in Suranaree

Municipal District, Mueang District, Nakhon Ratchasima
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were (1) to study the fundamental background of farmers in
Suranaree Sub-District; (2) to study the farmers’ participation level in making agricultural development
plan; and (3) to study the farmers’ problems and suggestions on the farmers’ participation in
agricultural development plan in Suranari Sub-District.

The populations in this study were 426 farmers, who were in farmer database of Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives, live in the area and have plant area in Suranaree Sub-District, Mueang
District, Nakhon Ratchasima. The random sampling was used as dividing into ten villages. The
samples were 206 farmers. The data were collected by using interview form. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, minimum value, and maximum value.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of samples were male, their average age
was 50.02 years, educated at primary level 4, their average family numbers was 4.47 people, their
average agricultural income was 160,341.83 Baht, most of samples have debts, their average plant area
was 36.53 Rai, their farm household labor was 2.24 people, most of samples were member of
agricultural group, their average length of settling down in the area was 42.40 years, their average
length of being farmer was 22.01 years, most of samples knew information about making agricultural
development plan from city council members and bulletin from Suranaree Municipal District, most of
samples joined the meeting, training, seminar, and observing activities; (2) the overall participation of
the farmers in making agricultural development plan was at “most” level; (3) for the problems on
farmers in making agricultural development plan, it was found that all farmers has trouble with
participation in making agricultural development plan in all aspects—in moderate level, the farmers
suggested that officials or co-operators should create understanding among the farmers about making

agricultural development plan further.
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